
Pleasants County Historical Society 
Minutes of October 19, 2025  

 
The Pleasants County Historical Society met on Thursday, October 19th  at the Pleasants County 
Senior Center at 209 2nd Street, St. Marys, WV 26170. The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. 
by President  Dan Boley who led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a prayer by 
Vice President Tim Sweeney to begin the meeting. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
The minutes of the September 18th meeting were sent by email to the membership for review 
by Sue Waggoner.  Any corrections or changes were to be sent to her so that she could amend 
the minutes.   Being no changes or corrections, the minutes were approved  on a motion by Pat 
Bills and seconded by Charley Elder. Motion passed. 
 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The treasurer’s report was provided by Treasurer Charley Elder with a motion Caryl Bishop  to 
accept and second by Dave Eddy.  Motion passed.  The report will be filed with the minutes of 
this meeting. 
 
DONATIONS 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 There was no relevant correspondence. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

DAR & OBITUARIES – Patty Bills 
Patty provided a list of the latest obituaries that will be filed with the minutes. The DAR 
are having a dinner for the St. Marys Fire Department and Lane Ogdin will present the 
history of the department.   

 
RAISING HOPE TO PURPOSE – Caryl Bishop 
Caryl & Dan shared that they are still not active but are looking for more volunteers.  
Dan shared that he hoped to secure a grant to purchase some aluminum ramps that 
could be used when Hospice requests assistance for a ramp. 
 

MILITARY – Tom Bishop 
Tom shared that they will have their next breakfast on November 88h  the second 
Saturday of the month.  They will be having a group dinner on November 6th and a 
program at the Veteran’s Park on the 11th to honor our veterans. They are finalizing 
planning to once again serve Thanksgiving Dinner on November 27th for the community 
at the Senior Center. 
 
 



AV EQUIPMENT – Dave Eddy 
Mr. Eddy shared that the equipment is Ok. 
 
 
MUSEUM –  
Pam McFarland thanked everyone for their assistance in keeping the museum open. The 
schedule for the remaining dates in October is: 
 Oct. 18  Dan Boley  
 Oct. 25  Dave Eddy 

 
Pam shared that the museum will be closed at the end of October for this year.  
 
Charley Elder shared that at  the annual Youth AG Fair on Friday morning we had 
approximately 150 Kindergarten and Preschool children touring the Farm Museum. The  
four docent presenters, Johnny Bob Bills, Dave Eddy, Carol Statler and him  provided 
information on a 4 group rotation to 4 groups.  He shared that Superintendent Wells 
and Mr. Grossman visited during one of the groups.  Sue Waggoner shared that due to 
the time necessary for travel on the wagon between the museum and the barn that she 
had met with Hunter Smitley following the event to try to once again adjust the time 
and they had agreed that next year only the Kindergarten groups would visit the 
museum to make the schedule work due to it being an early dismissal day for students. 
Over the weekend, Charley shared that there were approximately 30 individuals that 
toured the museum.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 None 
  
PROGRAM 

Dave Eddy shared an article from the January 31, 1980, issue of the Oracle when Mrs. 
Crandall Haddox talked to the Pemberton Garden Club about glassware and pottery.  
She shared some examples of her extensive collection with the group. 
 
Tim Sweeney, shared several vignettes from a book compiled by the Library Board of 
short stories from across the state entitled “West Virginia That’s the story…..” The group 
enjoyed both presentations and had extensive discussion. 
 
Sue Waggoner shared copies of a group of articles that they found when she and Dave 
Eddy had been researching the microfilm on the new machine at the library about the 
publishing of the “Pleasants County History till 1980….”  Next month she will share 
highlights of the articles with the group on the process that was implemented to 
complete the book.  Dave Eddy will share an article from February, 1980, Early County 
History Recounted in Oracle.  
 

 



 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1) President Boley was looking for someone to pick a community and give some history 
of the place. Being no volunteers he requested that anyone that decided to make a 
presentation at our next meeting could just let him know the topic prior to the 
agenda being sent out. 

 
2) Pam McFarland remined everyone that the author of the book about the Tower 

Collapse would be presenting at the Library on Thursday, Oct. 23rd from 6-7:30 p.m.  
that we had agreed to sponsor.  

 

3) Mr. Gene Bell, who had previously presented the history of Long Reach was present 
with the completed book that they had compiled with the assistance of the DAR. 
Several members purchased copies.  This was a fund-raising idea to help support the 
maintenance of the Long Reach Cemetery.   

 
 

Adjournment 
The group formally adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  on a motion by Dave Eddy and second by 
Tom Bishop.  Our next meeting will be on November 20th . 

  
Those in attendance were: 
Dan Boley, Charley Elder, Sue Waggoner, Dave Eddy,  Caryl Bishop, Tom Bishop, Pat Bills,  
Pam McFarland, Tim Sweeney, & Gene Bell. 

 


